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Department of Energy § 903.15

(p) Substitute Rate means a rate which 
has been developed in place of the rate 
that was disapproved by the FERC. 

[50 FR 37837, Sept. 18, 1985; 50 FR 48075, Nov. 
21, 1985]

§ 903.11 Advance announcement of 
rate adjustment. 

The Administrator may announce 
that the development of rates for a new 
service or revised rates for an existing 
service is under consideration. The an-
nouncement shall contain pertinent in-
formation relevant to the rate adjust-
ment. The announcement may be 
through direct contact with customers, 
at public meetings, by press release, by 
newspaper advertisement, and/or by 
FEDERAL REGISTER publication. Writ-
ten comments relevant to rate policy 
and design and to the rate adjustment 
process may be submitted by interested 
parties in response to the announce-
ment. Any comments received shall be 
considered in the development of Pro-
posed Rates.

§ 903.13 Notice of proposed rates. 
(a) The Administrator shall give No-

tice tht Proposed Rates have been pre-
pared and are under consideration. The 
Notice shall include: 

(1) The Proposed Rates; 
(2) An explanation of the need for and 

derivation of the Proposed Rates; 
(3) The locations at which data, stud-

ies, reports, or other documents used in 
developing the Proposed Rates are 
available for inspection and/or copying; 

(4) The dates, times, and locations of 
any initially scheduled public forums; 
and 

(5) Address to which written com-
ments relative to the Proposed Rates 
and requests to be informed of FERC 
actions concerning the rates may be 
submitted. 

(b) Upon request, customers of the 
power system and other interested per-
sons will be provided with copies of the 
principal documents used in developing 
the Proposed Rates.

§ 903.14 Consultation and comment pe-
riod. 

All interested persons will have the 
opportunity to consult with and obtain 
information from the PMA, to examine 
backup data, and to make suggestions 

for modification of the Proposed Rates 
for a period ending (a) 90 days in the 
case of major rate adjustments, or 30 
days in the case of minor rate adjust-
ments, after the Notice of Proposed 
Rates is published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER, except that such periods may be 
shortened for good cause shown; (b) 15 
days after any answer which may be 
provided pursuant to § 903.15(b) hereof; 
(c) 15 days after the close of the last 
public forum; or (d) such other time as 
the Administrator may designate; 
whichever is later. At anytime during 
this period, interested persons may 
submit written comments to the PMA 
regarding the Proposed Rates. The Ad-
ministrator may also provide addi-
tional time for the submission of writ-
ten rebuttal comments. All written 
comments shall be available at a des-
ignated location for inspection, and 
copies also will be furnished on request 
for which the Administrator may as-
sess a fee. Prior to the action described 
in § 903.21, the Administrator may, by 
appropriate announcement postpone 
any procedural date or make other pro-
cedural changes for good cause shown 
at the request of any party or on the 
Administrator’s own motion. The Ad-
ministrator shall maintain, and dis-
tribute on request, a list of interested 
persons.

§ 903.15 Public information forums. 
(a) One or more public information 

forums shall be held for major rate ad-
justments, except as otherwise pro-
vided in paragraph (c) of this section, 
and may be held for minor adjust-
ments, to explain, and to answer ques-
tions concerning, the Proposed Rates 
and the basis of and justification for 
proposing such rates. The number, 
dates, and locations of such forums will 
be determined by the Administrator in 
accordance with the anticipated or 
demonstrated interest in the Proposed 
Rates. Notice shall be given in advance 
of such forums. A public information 
forum may be combined with a public 
comment forum held in accordance 
with § 903.16. 

(b) The Administrator shall appoint a 
forum chairperson. Questions raised at 
the forum concerning the Proposed 
Rates and the studies shall be answered 
by PMA representatives at the forum, 
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at a subsequent forum, or in writing at 
least 15 days before the end of the con-
sultation and comment period. How-
ever, questions that involve volumi-
nous data contained in the PMA 
records may be answered by providing 
an opportunity for consultation and for 
a review of the records at the PMA of-
fices. As a minimum, the proceedings 
of the forum held at the principal loca-
tion shall be transcribed. Copies of all 
documents introduced, and of questions 
and written answers shall be available 
at a designated location for inspection 
and copies will be furnished by the Ad-
ministrator on request, for which a fee 
may be assessed. Copies of the tran-
script may be obtained from the tran-
scribing service. 

(c) No public information forum need 
be held for major rate adjustments if, 
after the Administrator has given No-
tice of a scheduled forum, no person in-
dicates in writing by a prescribed date 
an intent to appear at such public 
forum.

§ 903.16 Public comment forums. 
(a) One or more public comment fo-

rums shall be held for major rate ad-
justments, except as otherwise pro-
vided in paragraph (c) of this section, 
and may be held for minor rate adjust-
ments, to provide interested persons an 
opportunity for oral presentation of 
views, data, and arguments regarding 
the Proposed Rates. The number, 
dates, and locations of such forums will 
be determined by the Administrator in 
accordance with the anticipated or 
demonstrated interest in the Proposed 
Rates. Notice shall be given at least 30 
days in advance of the first public com-
ment forum at each location and shall 
include the purpose, date, time, place, 
and other information relative to the 
forum, as well as the locations where 
pertinent documents are available for 
examination and/or copying. 

(b) The Administrator shall designate 
a forum chairperson. At the forum, 
PMA representatives may question 
those persons making oral statements 
and comments. The chairperson shall 
have discretion to establish the se-
quence of, and the time limits for, oral 
presentations and to determine if the 
comments are relevant and noncumu-
lative. Forum proceedings shall be 

transcribed. Copies of all documents 
introduced shall be available at a des-
ignated location for inspection, and 
copies shall be furnished on request for 
which the Administrator may assess a 
fee. Copies of the transcript may be ob-
tained from the transcribing service. 

(c) No public comment forum need be 
held for major rate adjustments if, 
after the Administrator has given no-
tice of a scheduled forum, no person in-
dicates in writing by a prescribed date 
an intent to appear at such public 
forum.

§ 903.17 Informal public meetings for 
minor rate adjustments. 

In lieu of public information or com-
ment forums in conjunction with a 
minor rate adjustment, informal public 
meetings may be held if deemed appro-
priate by the Administrator. Such in-
formal meetings will not require a No-
tice or a transcription.

§ 903.18 Revision of proposed rates. 
During or after the consultation and 

comment period and review of the oral 
and written comments on the Proposed 
Rates, the Administrator may revise 
the Proposed Rates. If the Adminis-
trator determines that further public 
comment should be invited, the Admin-
istrator shall afford interested persons 
an appropriate period to submit further 
written comments to the PMA regard-
ing the revised Proposed Rates. The 
Administrator may convene one or 
more additional public information 
and/or public comment forums. The Ad-
ministrator shall give Notice of any 
such additional forums.

§ 903.21 Completion of rate develop-
ment; provisional rates. 

(a) Following completion of the con-
sultation and comment period and re-
view of any oral and written comments 
on the Proposed Rates, the Adminis-
trator may: (1) Withdraw the proposal; 
(2) develop rates which in the Adminis-
trator’s and the Deputy Secretary’s 
judgment should be confirmed, ap-
proved, and placed into effect on an in-
terim basis (Provisional Rates); or (3) 
develop rates which in the Administra-
tor’s judgment should be confirmed, 
approved, and placed into effect by the 
FERC on a final basis without being 
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